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Sophocles, Antigone 332—71. (Produced about 440. The lines are from a
chorus.) There are many wonders,’ but nothing more wonderful than man.
This creature ventures over the grey sea when the stormy south wind
blows, crossing in the teeth of the roaring billows. Earth, eldest of the
gods, indestructible and inexhaustible, he harries as the ploughs year after
year go to and fro, turning up the soil with the progeny of hotses. The
carefree race of birds he hunts and catches, and the hosts of wild beasts,
and the tribes of the salt sea in the coils of woven nets—this cunning creature
man. By his devices he tames the beasts of the fields and hills, he brings
the horse and the tireless mountain bull to bend their necks beneath the
yoke. He has learned speech and soaring thoughts and law-abiding ways
in cities, and refuge from the tempestuous arrows of inhospitable frosts in
the open air. Inventive always, never does he meet the future unprepared.
Death alone can he not flee, but for dire diseases he has contrived the
remedies. Skilful beyond expectation are the contrivances of his art, and
he advances—now to evil, and again to good when he carries out the laws
of the land and the just decrees of heaven to which he is sworn, proud of
his citizenship. But an outlaw is the man whose reckless spirit leads him
to consort with wickedness.
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Diodorus, bk. 1.8.1—7. (For the date of Diodorus’s material see vol. 1,
69, n. 1, 11, 210, n. 1, and 389, n. 1. This passage follows an account of cos-
mogony and the origin of life from the action of heat on damp and putrefy-
ing matter.) So much for what our predecessors have said about the first
beginnings of all things. As for the first generations of men, they say that
they lived in an unorganized and beastlike way, scattering® out into the
fields and gathering the most appetizing plants and the wild fruits from the
trees. Warred on by wild animals, expedience taught them to help each
other, and being herded together3 by fear they gradually became aware
of each other’s characters. From meaningless and confused cries by slow
degrees they articulated* forms of speech, and by agreeing among them-
selves on expressions for every object, created a comprehensible mode of
communication about everything. Similar groups of men collected all over
the inhabited world, so that all did not have a language that sounded the
same, for each group composed its words as they chanced to come. Hence
all sorts of languages exist, and the first groups to be formed became the
archetypes of all nations.

Now the earliest men, since nothing useful for life had been discovered,
led a painful existence, bare of clothing, unused to house or fire, and alto-
gether ignorant of cultivated food. Not knowing how to harvest the wild
food, they made no store of fruits against times of want, so that many of
them died in the winter from cold and famine. From this state, little by
little they learned from experience to retire to caves in the winter and to
lay by such fruits as would keep. Once fire and other useful things were
discovered they gradually invented techniques and whatever else was
conducive to life in common. In general, men’s teacher in everything was
sheer need, instructing appropriately in every branch of learning a creature
well endowed by nature, and possessing, to assist him in everything, hands,
rational speech, and a shrewd intellect.
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19 (= Critias fr. 1 N)
SisypHUS

There was a time when human life was disordered and bestial, and
subservient to might;1 when there was neither reward for good
men, nor on the other hand punishment for bad. And then, I
think, men established laws which were punitive, so that justice
might be sovereign . . . (@ phrase missing)2 ... and keep aggression
in servitude; and if any man did wrong, he was punished.3

Then, when the laws were preventing men from doing violence
openly, but they did it in secret, that was the moment,

I think, when . . . (@ word missing) . . . some shrewdly intelligent
and clever man invented* for mankind fear of gods, so that there
might be something to frighten bad men even if they do or say or
think (something) in secret. From that time therefore he
introduced belief in gods—that there exists a divine power
flourishing with indestructible life {and hearing and seeing with a
mind, and both thinking and?attending to? these things, and
bearing a godlike nature}® which will hear everything that has
been said among men, and will be able to see everything that is
being done. ‘Further, if you silently plan some evil, this will not
escape the gods’ notice: for there is intelligent awareness in
(them).” In saying these words he introduced the most pleasant® of
teachings, hiding the truth with words of falsity; he asserted that
the gods lived in a place that would especially terrify men when he
made them aware of it,” the
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very source from which he knew they have their fears and their
benefits® for their miserable life—from the rotating vault above 30
them, where he observed” lightnings and terrible crashes of

thunder, and the starry gleam'” of heaven, the beautiful and

spangled work of Time, a skilled architect, and from where the

H comes, and the wetting rain

sun-star’s brilliant, glowing mass
begins its way to earth. Such were the fears he established all 35
round for mankind, and thanks to these fears this man did a fine

job in his story of settling divine power in a fitting place, and

quenched lawlessness with the laws.'2 . . . (some details omitted by 40
Sextus) . . . In this way, I think, someone first persuaded mortal

men to believe in the existence of a race of divine powers.
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DEMOCRITUS AND THE SOURCES OF GREEK ANTHROPOLOGY

TABLE 1

Stages in the Development of Culture

Vitr.

Occurrence in Texts

Diod.

Tze.

Lucr.

Pos.

= >

Q> DQwWP®E> U0

>

=

HEDO

> Qx>

=

The earliest men: nomadic

and dependent on food gathering for their
subsistence;

fire, clothing, and shelter are unknown,
as well as the art of storing food ; starvation
is frequent.

Initial provisions made for shelter

and for the gathering and storing of food.
Discovery of houses,

clothing,

fire,

and grain and its method of preparation.
Formation of the first societies

and the first languages;

competition and emulation stimulate the
growth of the useful arts.

Further development of technology made
possible by fire:

mining and metallurgy, producing tools
which are used in the development or im-
provement of

warfare,

weaving,

and agriculture;

cumulative character of the process.
Summary of factors in the growth of the
useful arts: accumulated experience and
man’s natural endowments: hands, speech,
intelligence.

The non-essential arts, among them
astronomy,

and music.

Conclusion: the stage of civilization de-
scribed in our earliest written documents;
their late origin accounts for the speculative
character of all reconstructions of pre-
history.
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