Handout (2026 #§# I 3)
cheng.wei@pku.edu.cn

T1 Of the first philosophers, the majority thought the sources/principles of all things were found
only in the class of matter. For that of which all existing things consist, and that from which they
come to be first and into which they perish last—the substance continuing but changing in its
attributes—tfus, they say, is the element and this the source of existing things. Accordingly, they do
not think anything either comes to be or perishes, inasmuch as this nature is always preserved. . .
For a certain nature always exists, either one or more than one, from which everything else comes
to be while this is preserved. All, however, do not agree on the number and character of this source,
but Thales, the originator of this kind of theory, says it is water. . . . Anaximenes and Diogenes [of
Apollonia] posit air as the simple body prior to water that is most properly the source.
Aristotle Metaphysics 983b6—13, b17-21, 984a5—7
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Material Monism (Aristotle’s version)
I. Everything arises from and terminates back into one source [cosmology/ physics].
II. Everything is in essence identical to that source, which is a single substance
[metaphysics/ontology].
III. There is no (unqualified) coming to be or perishing, but only alteration [a theory of change].
IV. The source of all things is (a) water or (b) air or (c) fire or (d) the boundless (?) or (e) earth (?). [a

family of concrete theories|

T2 Each [theorist] seems to me to explain things to us in a story form, as if we were children, one
saying that there are three things, and sometimes some of them are at war with each other in a way,
then he has them make friends and marry, beget children, and raise their offspring; another says
they are two, wet and dry or hot and cold, and gives them in marriage to each other. (Plato Sophust
242c—d)
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T3 Anaximander ... said that the principle (arche) and element (stoicheion) of things that are is the
boundless (apeiron). (He was the first to use this term.) But he says that it is neither water nor any
other of the supposed elements, but a different and boundless nature from which come all the
heavens and all the cosmoses within them. From the things from which comes the coming-to-be of
things that are, into those same things comes passing-away according to necessity: “For they pay
the penalty and recompense of injustice to one another according to the ordering of
time.” (Here he is speaking in rather poetic terms.) (Simplicius /n Phys. 24,13ff. [DK 12 A9])



T4: Parmenides B1: The mares that carry me kept conveying me as far as ever my spirit reached,
once they had taken and set me on the goddess’ way of much discourse, which carries through every
stage to meet her face to face a man of understanding. On this I was carried, for on this the sagacious
mares were carrying me, (5) straining at the chariot and guided by maidens along the way. The axle
in the naves kept blazing and uttering the pipe’s loud note, driven onwards at both ends by its two
metalled wheels, whenever the daughters of the sun made haste to convey me, (10) having thrust
with their hands their kerchiefs from their heads and deserted the abode of night for the light. There
stand the gates between the journeys of night and day, enclosed at top and bottom by a lintel and
threshold of stone, and themselves fitting closely to a great architrave in the aether. The keys, which
allow to open first one gate then the other, retributive justice holds; (15) whom the maidens
blandished with soft words and persuaded cunningly to thrust the locked bar for them in a moment
from the gates, which swung open and made vacant the gulf of the gateway, turning successively in
their sockets the bronze-fitted posts (20) fixed to them with pegs and nails. Whereupon the maidens
drove the chariot and mares straight on through the gates along the road. And the goddess received
me warmly, and taking my right hand in hers spoke as follows and addressed me: ‘Welcome, O
youth, arriving at our dwelling as consort of immortal charioteers (25) and mares which carry you;
no ill fate sent you forth to travel on this way, which is far removed indeed from the step of men, but
right and justice. You must be informed of everything, both of the unmoved heart of persuasive
reality (30) and of the beliefs of mortals, which comprise no genuine conviction; nevertheless you
shall learn these also, how it was necessary that the things that are believed to be should have their
being in general acceptance, ranging through all things from end to end. (tr. Coxon)
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